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OF THE 


BRITISH NATION: 


Thurſday, November 11. 1708. 
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Mad _ N 7 Mr. Review, now 
all your Flegmaticks 
ate over 1 hope, and 

you are clear d of the Hppo; Liſle is taken, 

and that difficult Affair is over; now. I hope, 
we ſhall have your Brains crow a little, and 
you will give us another Hymn to Victory. 


Review. Not I, aſſure you, I am very glad 


it is taken; and tho' che Emiſſar ies of the 
Party tell us we have bought it dear, Iam 
ſure it would have been dearer to us if we 
had been forced to raiſe the Siege, which if 
the Communication with Oſtend be cut off, as 
they ſay it is, we muſt have done, or fought 
our Way thro' an entrenched Army for new 
Convoys ; but Pl] tell you a Reaſon, why I 
am not ſo elevated as you expect. 
M. What is that pray? 


Rev. Why coming into a Country Town in 
the North, an — Ccuntry Man . 
been at Market comes Home, and having 
been with his Landlord to pay him his Rent, 
or ſome ſuch Buſineſs; when he comes back, 
they ask him what News? —Why, ſays 
the honeft Man, I don't well know what the 
Ne us is, but they were talking of one Liſle 
that was taken; pray, who is this Mr. Liſle, 
that there is ſuch great Joy that they have 
got bim? Sure he is ſome great Bod 7 
No Body having gone abour to undeceive 
the poor Man, he goes on, that tho” he 
found the Folks very joyful for the taking 
of this Mr. Liſte, yet that they were mighty 
uneaſie about aGentlewoman that had got 
away, he ſuppos d, that they would fain 
bave taken too, one Mrs. Ci:tledel; who 

ſhe 
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ſhe was he did not know neither, but ſhe 
muſt be ſome extraordinary Woman, for 


they were mighty ſorry they had not got 
1706 Men—— "Tis true, a very handſom 


er, and were afraid they ſhould not ketch 
her at all—— - 

M. This was a Cunning Fellow certainly, 
and took great Notice of things; but what 
is the Uſe you make of this? 

Rev. I make a double Uſe of it. 1. There 
are ſome Things in the World, which It is 
our Happineſs not to know, and the Tg» 
norance of the honeſt, well-meaning, pour 
Country People in the Politicks and publick 
Affairs of the World is a great Aſſiſtant to 
their Quiet, and by which if-they knew 
their own Happinef:, they enjoy a State the 
leaſt underfigod and che to be defir* 
of any Condition of Hum Life, I meg, 
an entire Calm and Retirement— But this 
by the Way. 2. While this Madam Cittledel 


holds out, I muſt think our Victory ineom - 


pleat, and therefore cannot yet laugh on 
both Sides of the Month, as we call it. 

51. Well, but be eaſie, for our Learged 
Politicians of the Age, our News- writers 
tell us, that tbe Cittadel ſhall be block d ug, 
and the Siege being turn'd into a Blockade, 
they muſt ſurrender in a few Days, for they 
want Proviſions, and cannot ſubſiſt. 

Rev. You in Bedlam may talk after thoſe 
Gentlemen, if you pleaſe 3 but I muft be 
excuſed from following them for Abuadance 
of Reaſons, and this for one, Viz. That they 
are every Day abufing us with Shams and 
falſe Reports of Things. ; \ 

AM. What Particular have yon got by the 
End now, for I know, you have hid enough 
before ? h 
Rev. Every Day enough, but one is worth 
more eſpecial Obſervation, viz. When that 
mad Attempt you took Notice of about t 
French H»:ſe carrying Gun Powder into 
the Ten; what Accounts had we given 
us of Numbers that got in? —— Some 
ſaid ix Hur dred got in, ſome fix Squadrons, 
n+ cb might be goo Men; others 5364 theſe 
now wer modeſt Fellows, and ſpoke fome. 
thiag af Probability — Others told us 300; 
and when it was ſaid fix Squadrons, they 
would have them be Squadrons of but 
30 Men in a Squadron; others, that a fe- 


wand Blaſt near the Barrier of the Towa took 


known by the 
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them, and but very few got in; now 
when the Town is ſurrendred, and they 
e to march out again, they come. to 


Excuſe is made for this, vx. That other 

Troopers. ace got ten among them; and te 

excuſe th, we are told 

to examine it— This is 

pliment upon the Com 

lies, and as if che Gen 

rates could be ſo impos'd upon, ànd would 
ot cauſe Enquiry ts be made, or as if the. 

— oops of Horſe in che City could 

not be known, I mean, ſuch as h long' d to 

the Garriſon z, and if incorporated among 


the Troops that cam: in, they ſhould not be 


fe diff rent Mor ting 


The Whole of he Story is,+tbat we were 
a muſed by falſe Reports and Shams of our 
Couran tiers and Neus-Men; and thus we 
are always uſed, til Time brings Truth to 
Light, . and then we are aſham'd of our 


quarrel at onr People t 


ſelves, and are 
emplay! 


Me. We but can ou tb? i 
Share 9 5 0 7 * your 


Rev. Yes ] do endeavour to do ſo, and 
yet perhaps it is a very hard Taſk to believe 


our Share of Things, aud no more, wheg 


thexare polls ſo as we wiſh they were true. 
XX. 2 other hand tis a worſe 
Error to ays reprefenting Fhing 

worſe than they are, and ſo to diſcourage 


and diſhearten our ſclyes ax People. 
Jeu. Ths better chan alf to know the 


worſt and the beft of eve ing, and as 
we need not enlarge upon the Good, ſo we 
need not heafraid of the Bad ; it is below 
the Engliſh Nation, and u Scandal both up- 
on their Temper and their Circumſtances, 


be to ſay they cannot bear to have Matters 


rightly repreſeuted to them, we ought:to 
know the worft of every Thing, and fcorn 
to have it be ſaid; tis neceffary to conceal 
our own Circumſtances from us 
St. Lou are no Politician at all; if yon 
win tell al the Truth, ſometimes you would 
make the People mad. 3 
Rev. Some of them yon mean Aud 
ſach of them, that cannot bear to hear their 
own Diſaſters, may go mad, it will be of 
no ill Conſequenee to the reſt, nor were 
| — ſuch 


* „ ++ 
C N 


— C 
* 


ſuch Wretches of an Uſe beſerez the thiok- 
ing; {date,. Judicidas Part of Manklad are 
Ap urg d Diſaſters. or Di 
ties but if che ity of the War be 
firſt clear, the Difficalties ſerve du to 
icken, ende avour and confirm Reſolutiaa; 
ch may at all times be informed of the 
worſt as ſofely as- of the beſt of their Cir- 
cumftance*. en | 
M. Why, do you think it js neceffat 
to tell. the Peoples, how many Men ve lo 
at the Siege of Le? Do you think, it 
would not iſc rege Ma from Liſting, 
and dilheartcn the Regiments that are 


— 
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- marching; and do a thouſaud ig Turns mor e 
wp 


1 
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in our Politicks 7 e 
; Not- at all; on the contrary, I 
thiab it is abſolutely neceſſary to let all 


- the World knew exadtly, what we loſt 
And had Ia crue Lift of the Killed and 


Wounded in every Action, no Command, 
no Threatning ſhould prevail with me not 


to publiſh it for that very Reaſon, you give 


for concealing it z if we have loſt 20000 Men 
in the Siege, 1 would no more conceal it, 


- than I would conceal the Taking the Town 


roa it is ſurtendred ; but of this hereafter, 


3 


MiISscELLAN E A. 


Am in the Courſe of this Part of the 
Work, bringing you on to the Affair 

of Perſecution in Scalind; and before 1 
come to give you an Account of the Beha- 
viouf ofthis ifcopel Party to the Church, 
I thick, it- dy not be amiſs to give you 
ſome Actunnt bf: the Behaviour of the 
Church to them. And tho' the Story may 
he long, and I know the Temper of our 
ove to ara lens Tale * t 


th 1 a 
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T Claim of Right, 


1689, Declared 


Prelacy 

The Parlianem did upon tbe 224 of Juge 
1689, in Furſuunte of the Claim of Rigby, 
aboliſh Pretgey, and all Superioriny of ang Hire 
in the Church: above Presbyters, and reſt imaded 
al! Ad made in Favours of Rpiſcopa u. 

pen the aSthef April 1690, The Parlia- 
mens did «point and ordzin, thas. all ibeſe 


wert 0utred; finn tbe vt Day if fauusry, 
7661 for. Now Conforming4#Prelacy, and 


Prestyterian Miniſters then alive, who had 
been deprived of their Churches, or baniſbed, 
for not conforming to Prelacy, and not com- 
las with the Courſes of theſe Times, ſbould 


aue forth with free Acceſi to their Churches, 


that they might then preſently exerciſe their 


Miniſtry in their Pariſhes wirbout any new 
"Call, and the Privy Council was appointed to 
ſee that Ad pus in Execution. 

And upon the 7th Day of June 1690, Preſ- 
byterian Church- Government is eſtabliſhed 
2 declared to be the only-Government of 
his Oburih;-ard'rhe We ſtrinfier Confeſſion 
of | Faith approven; and appointed- to be the 
public mi 1/0664 Confeſſion of rbis-Charey; 
and all former 489%n Bavours of be Pre sby- 
te ian Chirth-Gooernment art revived, re- 
nrwed und ro: Aud it is atfo alamed 
Land e 4 20h t 1 overnimens 
bond be tft 8 i ine of, «and 6x- 
wr if64- by theſe Pre "Mi + who 


er January 


were reftdred; by the before-mentimed AG, 
25  Aptil £690. - And ſuch Minifters and 


Blders only as they bad ordained or received, 


or ſbould thereafter ordain or receive, Axd 


"the Parliament imdyred” 4 General Aſſembly of 

9 of Schitehd ar rhen Eftariiſbed, 10 
be be 

1690; and in rhe mean time, nh and while 1b. 


noon lber wrd Thurfuay of Ottober 


Church. rake furiber Courſe, The Genera; 
: Mee, *. 


